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• Presentation
• Draft Vision
• Draft Street Design Policies
• Draft Street Design Toolkit
• Next Steps 

• Small Group Exercises
• Vision 
• Street Design Policies
• Street Design Toolkit

OVERVIEW MEETING AGENDA



OVERVIEW OF MATERIALSSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

COMMENT CARD 
AND MAP

DESIGN TOOLKIT
PACKETS



PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION

The Mission 
Streetscape Plan will 
create an actionable 
plan for street 
improvements, based 
on community needs 
and priorities, that 
support a diverse, 
active and healthy
community.



VISION
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We asked two questions during Workshop One:
• What is your vision for streets in the Mission District?
• What are your favorite and least favorite places and 

why?

VISION WORKSHOP ONE 



Participants identified a vision for Mission District streets that:

• Prioritize walking, bicycling and transit
• Incorporate more greenery
• Feel safer
• Are cleaner
• Provide more gathering spaces, including spaces for 

families
• Encourage calmer, slower traffic
• Have wider sidewalks
• Design alleys as pedestrian priority streets and gathering 

spaces
• Provide benches/more places to sit
• Incorporate public art

VISION WHAT WE HEARD: VISION



The top five favorite streets were:
• Shotwell Street
• Valencia Street
• Dolores Street
• Mission District Alleys
• 24th Street

The characteristics of favorite places were:
• Trees and greenery, including gardens
• High pedestrian activity
• Café seating and other sidewalk uses
• Ease of bicycle travel and walking
• Good pedestrian lighting

WHAT WE HEARD: FAVORITE PLACESVISION



The 5 least favorite streets were:
• Mission Street
• Cesar Chavez Street
• 16th Street BART station
• 16th Street
• Guerrero Street

The characteristics of least favorite places were:
• Poorly maintained, dirty
• Feels unsafe
• Lack of trees
• Fast-moving, dangerous traffic
• Difficult to walk or bicycle

WHAT WE HEARD: LEAST FAVORITE PLACESVISION



MULTI-MODAL Streets in the Mission District should support all modes of 
transportation, prioritizing walking, bicycling and transit.

GREEN Tree planting and greenery should be maximized, incorporating sustainable 
stormwater management and streetscape elements wherever possible.

COMMUNITY-FOCUSED Street design should prioritize community uses of public 
right-of-way, providing space for gathering, recreation and local commercial uses, and 
minimize the impact of through traffic.

SAFE AND ENJOYABLE Streets should be safe and enjoyable for all users, providing 
adequate lighting and visibility as well as buffering from automobile conflicts.

WELL-MAINTAINED Existing street amenities should be well-maintained and future 
improvements should have a maintenance plan to ensure proper upkeep.

MEMORABLE Streets should reflect and reinforce the Mission District’s identifiable sense 
of place.

VISION DRAFT VISION



STREET
DESIGN
POLICIES



HOW POLICIES WERE DEVELOPEDSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

FEEDBACK from community workshop #1
EXISTING PLANS
• General Plan
• Better Streets Plan
• Transit Effectiveness Project
• Bike Plan
• Eastern Neighborhoods Area Plan
• Community Plans



OVERVIEW OF POLICIESSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

TWO TYPES OF POLICIES
• Neighborhood-wide
• Place-specific

COMMENT CARD AND MAP



STREET DESIGN POLICIESSTREET DESIGN POLICIES

A.  MULTI-MODAL
A1.  Emphasize pedestrian improvements on commercial and transit
streets 
A2.  Connect open spaces with living streets (EN)
A3.  Create network of pedestrian-focused green alleys
A4.  Expand bicycle network (Bike Plan)
A5.  Support the TEP transit network (TEP)
A6.  Minimize impact of traffic on S. Van Ness and Guerrero (GP)

B.  GREEN
B1. Implement neighborhood-wide planting program
B2. Create a continuous canopy of trees on throughway streets
B3. Support efforts to make the Mission District 
a model for sustainable stormwater management



STREET DESIGN POLICIESSTREET DESIGN POLICIES

C.  COMMUNITY-FOCUSED
C1. Create new community spaces 
C2. Utilize traffic calming gateways at important entrances
C3. Restrict/discourage traffic in protected residential areas (GP)
C4. Encourage socially-engaging sidewalks
C5.  Create space for street vendors, including a market on 
Bartlett
C6. Judiciously utilize flexible parking spaces for community use

D.  SAFE AND ENJOYABLE
D1. Shorten and improve pedestrian crossings
D2. Utilize pedestrian-scale street lighting on important 
connections



STREET DESIGN POLICIESSTREET DESIGN POLICIES

E.  WELL-MAINTAINED
E1. Develop maintenance plan for existing and future 
improvements
E2. Develop program for community “adoption” of 
improvements

F.  MEMORABLE
F1. Develop palette of Mission District street furniture 
F2. Create a special design plan for Mission Street (TEP)
F3. Transform Folsom Street to Civic Boulevard (EN)
F4. Incorporate public art



STREET
DESIGN
ELEMENTS

Photo courtesy of Flickr
by krisy_kwan



OVERVIEW: STREET TYPESSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

Based on the Better Streets Plan, 
there are six basic street types in 
the Mission
• Neighborhood Commercial 
• Neighborhood Residential
• Throughway Streets

• Commercial
• Residential

• Mixed-Use Streets
• Alleys

Types reflect land use, street 
character and traffic volumes



NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL STREETS
STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

In the Mission district, neighborhood streets are lined with diverse 
and interesting stores that contribute to the liveliness of the 
neighborhood. 

Bartlett street at 22nd



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL design toolkit

DESIGN GOALS:   Maximize sidewalk for socializing and interacting, flexible 
use of parking lane for seating at key locations, street closure for market. 



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

1) Where are sidewalks too crowded or too narrow?

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL questions



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

2) What do you think of a weekly outdoor market on Bartlett 
Street at 22nd?  Are there other locations for outdoor markets?

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL questions



NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL STREETSSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

Capp Street at 15th Valley Street

San Jose Avenue

In the Mission neighborhood 
residential streets often have  
overly wide lanes which 
could be narrowed to 
provide space for pocket 
gathering areas. 



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL design toolkit

DESIGN GOALS:   Create entrances to residential areas to slow cars down 
and generate opportunities for greening and socializing.



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL questions

1)  Do you like the idea of 
creating a set of traffic 
calming entrances to 
residential streets?

2) What types of 
entrances are most 
appropriate?
- Traffic circles
- Median Islands
- Bulb-Outs

3) What other treatments 
are a high priority?



RESIDENTIAL THROUGHWAY STREETSSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

Residential throughways have high levels of fast-moving traffic with residential land uses.  
As such, they can sometimes be  unpleasant to walk or live along. 

Cesar Chavez Street



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT RESIDENTIAL THROUGHWAYS design toolkit

DESIGN GOALS:   Buffer pedestrians from traffic, reduce width or number of 
lanes to create additional sidewalk or median space.



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT RESIDENTIAL THROUGHWAYS questions

1) If you could re-imagine South Van Ness and Guerrero Street, what changes 
would you make?  Medians?  Trees planted in the parking lane?

2)  What improvements from the toolkit are a high priority?



COMMERCIAL THROUGHWAY STREETSSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

Commercial throughways move significant volumes of people across town in a variety of 
travel modes and attract them to shop and explore from across the city. In the Mission 
District, all three commercial throughways have all been identified as Rapid Transit 
corridors. 

Cesar Chavez Street



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT COMMERCIAL THROUGHWAYS design toolkit

DESIGN GOALS:   Buffer pedestrians from traffic, offer adequate lighting and 
provide transit amenities such as bus bulbs and comfortable waiting 
areas.



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT COMMERCIAL THROUGHWAYS questions

1) On Mission Street, how should streetscape elements contribute to the street’s 
identity?

2)  What improvements from the toolkit are a high priority for commercial 
throughway streets?



MIXED-USE STREETSSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

Harrison Street at 16th

In the northeast Mission area, a fine-grain mixing of PDR, residential, and commercial uses 
coupled with industrial-scale architecture and the presence of artists create an 
opportunity for unique streetscapes.



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT MIXED-USE STREETS design toolkit

DESIGN GOALS:   Safe pedestrian routes to transit,  celebration of district’s 
character through art, management of  runoff with green areas.



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT MIXED-USE STREETS questions

1) Given the large number of artists living in the NE Mission, what are 
opportunities to incorporate art into the streetscape?

2) What elements from the toolkit are a high priority?



ALLEYSSTREET DESIGN TOOLKIT

The Mission District has a rich network of North/ South alleys…

BALMYCLARION

OSAGE JURI



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT ALLEYS design toolkit

DESIGN GOALS:   Slow down car traffic, improve quality and safety of street, 
promote social interaction as “outdoor living room”.



STREET DESIGN TOOLKIT ALLEYS questions

LINDEN ALLEY- proposal by David Winslow Architecture

1) What elements from the toolkit are a high priority for alleys?



NEXT
STEPS



TONIGHT: SMALL GROUPSNEXT STEPS

Draft Vision: comments or additions
Draft Policies
• Comments or additions
• Rank top 5 priorities

Draft Street Design Toolkit:
• Specific questions for each type
• General comments or additions



PLAN DEVELOPMENTNEXT STEPS

Incorporate comments 
Create designs for specific public space projects 
in the neighborhood, based on:
• Top 5 Street Design Policies
• Existing plans

• TEP: Mission Street Rapid Transit
• Bike Plan: 17th Street, 26th Street, Cesar Chavez
• Eastern Neighborhoods: Folsom Street Boulevard
• Green Alley pilot project with PUC
• Community-supported designs for plazas

• Availability of capital funding
Develop implementation program



OVERVIEW PUBLIC OUTREACH TIMELINE



CESAR CHAVEZ AND VALENCIA STREETNEXT STEPS

Cesar Chavez Street Design Workshop 2
Planning Department
Tuesday, August 26, 6pm
Leonard Flynn Elementary
http://cesarchavez.sfplanning.org

Valencia Street
Department of Public 

Works – Great Streets 
www.sfdpw.org



NEXT STEPS THANK YOU!

http://missionstreets.sfplanning.org



EXERCISES
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NEXT STEPS PART ONE: VISION

Go around the table, and please say
• Your name
• Any additions or comments for the 

Draft Vision



NEXT STEPS PART TWO: POLICIES

Read over the draft policies
Any comments or additions?
Take 10 minutes to choose your top 5 
policies (don’t have to be in order)
Facilitators will tally the results



NEXT STEPS PART THREE: DESIGN TOOLKIT

Neighborhood Commercial Streets
Neighborhood Residential Streets
Throughway Streets
Mixed-Use Streets
Alleys


