






State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 555 Mission Street 
P1. Other Identifier: None 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 555 MISSION ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721120 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP3. Multiple Family Property 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southwest, 100_4777.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
0 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Tst Mission Street LLC 
Tishman Speyer Properties L 
11 West 42nd St. 2nd Fl. 
New York, Ny 10036 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.05.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 

555 Mission is located on the south side of Mission Street between 2nd Street and Shaw Alley. Occupying the site of four recently 
demolished buildings (lots 78-81), the property is now occupied by a large steel-frame skyscraper under construction. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 500 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier:  
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 5000 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721119 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Office Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northwest, 9.19.07, 
100_3735.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
2003, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Utah State Retirement Investments 
% Cottonwood Management Ser 
2855 East Cottonwood Parkway 
Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.05.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

500 Howard Street occupies a 200' x 160' lot on the northwest corner of 1st and Howard streets. Built in 2003, the 10-story, steel-
frame office is designed in the Postmodern style. Clad in glass, aluminum and porcelain-clad panels the building is part of a three-
building (eventually four) project centered on the intersection of 1st and Howard streets. The building appears to be in good condition. 



 
State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 85 Natoma Street 
P1. Other Identifier:  
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 85 NATOMA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721109 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP3. Multiple Family Property 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southeast, 9.21.07,  
100_3993.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
2001, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Mcnerney, Patrick M. 
54 Mint St 5th Floor 
San Francisco CA 94103 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.05.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

85 Natoma Street occupies an irregularly shaped lot on the south side of Natoma Street, between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 2001, 
the three-story, steel-frame, aluminum-clad condominium is designed in the Live Work Loft style. Clad in aluminum, the building is 
composed of two separate pavilions with an open court. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 83 Natoma Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Beck Electric Supply 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 83 NATOMA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721108 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.21.07, 
100_3987JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1924, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Beck William U. Revoc Trust 
% William U. Beck 
7 Corte Palos Verdes 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

83 Natoma Street occupies a 3,003 s.f. lot on the south side of Natoma Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1924, the one-
story, brick industrial building is designed in the Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in American 
Bond, is capped by a trussed gable roof. The primary facade, which faces Natoma Street to the north, is three bays wide. At street 
level the primary facade consists of a multi-lite steel industrial window in the left bay, a pedestrian entrance in the center bay, and a 
non-historic vehicular entrance, infilled with a modern aluminum storefront, in the right bay. All three bays feature transoms. The 
facade terminates with a stepped parapet. This property also includes 81 Natoma next door. The building appears to be in good 
condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code  6L 
 *Resource Name or # :83 Natoma Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: none 
B2. Common Name:  
B3. Original Use:  industrial B4.  Present Use: restaurant  
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed before 1913.   
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: 81 Natoma Street 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: unknown b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  post-earthquake redevelopment, architecture     Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance: c.1906-1913 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria: 1, 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. (revised by Planning) 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 (revised April 3, 2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
83 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register 
of Historical Resources (CRHR) either individually or as a contributor to a historic district.  
 
Historic Context 
The construction date of the one‐story brick light industrial building at 83 Natoma Street (Block 2721, Lot 108) is unknown. 
San Francisco parcel data currently states that the building addressed as 83 Natoma Street was constructed in 1924. 
However, other records in San Francisco Planning Department buildings files record a construction date of 1905. The 
building at 83 Natoma appears on the 1913 Sanborn maps and was used for printing. A search of the city directories from 
this period did not uncover a printing or paper company at this address (or at 79 Natoma which is the address on the 

See continuation sheet. 



 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  2  of  3   *Resource Name or # : 83 Natoma Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.   *Date: March 18, 2010 (revised April 3, 2012)  Continuation  Update 
(revised by Planning) 

 
Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Sanborn map). The original permit for this building was not found and the original architect, builder, and owner were not 
identified. It is possible that the building at 81 Natoma Street, which is now included in this lot, although it appears to be 
an addition to 77 Natoma, was constructed in 1924. The buildings currently addressed as 77 and 81 Natoma Street are not 
shown on the 1913 Sanborn and 77 Natoma Street was constructed in 1914.  
 
While no evidence was found of a pre‐1906 construction date, it is possible that this building withstood the 1906 
earthquake and fire or, more likely, was built during the first wave of construction in the area. Based on the 1913 Sanborn 
maps, the side streets, such as Natoma, in this area were dominated by one‐ to three‐story industrial and light industrial 
buildings. 83 Natoma Street and the buildings around it replaced the densely packed alleyway residential buildings 
destroyed in the fires after the earthquake.  
 
Based on city directory research the Standard Paper Company occupied 83 Natoma Street by the mid‐1920s. By 1950 the 
buildings were used for light manufacturing (81 Natoma) and as a store (83 Natoma). In 1952 the Dalh‐Beck Electrical 
Company occupied both buildings when the company moved its operation to 580 Howard Street. The company became 
Beck Electric in 1972 and the company remained in the building until 1990, when they moved to Richmond. Both buildings 
currently house a restaurant, Zebulon.  
 
Evaluation 
83 Natoma Street does not appear to be individually eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under Criterion A/1, for its association 
with events or broad trends in history. Unless further evidence surfaces to confirm a pre‐1906 construction date, which 
might change the building’s significance, this building was likely built after the 1906 disaster during the first wave of 
construction and was one of many one‐story industrial and light industrial buildings erected on the side streets of the 
South of Market neighborhood.  
 
The building also does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under Criterion B/2, as it is not known to be 
associated with persons of historical significance. This one‐story brick building is an ordinary industrial building and 
although there are few examples of one‐story brick buildings left in San Francisco, 83 Natoma does not appear to be 
distinguished example of a building type or method of construction, cannot be called the work of a master architect, and 
does not achieve artistic qualities. Thus, 83 Natoma Street does not appear to be individually eligible under Criterion C/3.  
 
83 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under any criterion as a contributor to the eligible 
New Montgomery, Mission and Second Historic District.  While the construction date for the subject property is consistent 
with an identified historic context, the property does not appear to have made a significant contribution to the 
reconstruction of the area and is not significant under Criterion A/1.  Additionally, the subject property does not appear to 
be eligible under Criterion C/3 as it does not bear a strong association with the district, which is almost exclusively made 
up of medium‐ to large‐scale commercial structures built just after the 1906 earthquake and fire and up until the 1930s, and 
is not part of a group of buildings that are significant examples of an architectural style or building typology. 
 
Integrity 
83 Natoma Street appears to retain a good level of integrity. The building retains its original cladding and shaped parapet 
as well as some windows. The vehicular door entrance was removed and reconfigured to accommodate the restaurant 
entrance, which does somewhat compromise the design, feeling and association of the building. The building has not been 
moved and is still partially surrounded by modest‐scale commercial warehouse and light industrial architecture. Thus, it 
retains its integrity of location and setting.  
 
Previous Surveys 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 83 Natoma Street received a C rating in 1977‐1978 San Francisco 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  3  of  3   *Resource Name or # :83 Natoma Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                    *Date: March 18, 2010 (revised April 3, 2012)  Continuation  Update 
(revised by Planning) 

 
Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continuation of B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History, Vol. 
74, no. 4 (Winter 1995/1996): 373‐393. 

 
Bloomfield, Anne. “Second and Howard Streets District: National Historic District Nomination.” October 3, 1998. 
 
Building Permits for 83 Natoma Street. City and County of San Francisco Department of Building and Inspection. 
 
Kelley & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning Department. July 22, 2008. 
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. “San Francisco,” (1913 & 1950), sheet 130. 
 
San Francisco City Directories. 
 
San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board. A Context Statement and Architectural/Historical Survey of 

Unreinforced Masonry Building (UMB) Construction in San Francisco from 1850 to 1940. San Francisco, Calif.: 
Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  

 
 

Architectural Heritage Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the building 
California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating it appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor 
to a CRHR‐eligible district through a survey evaluation. 
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 580 Howard 
P1. Other Identifier: Dahl-Beck Electrical Company 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 580 -586 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721092 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 9.21.07, 
100_4009.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
2000, Assessor's Office; 1906, Building 
permit 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Howard Historic Properties 
% Patrick McInerney 
54 Mint St. 5th Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

580 Howard Street occupies a large irregularly shaped lot on the north side of Howard Street, between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 
1906 and converted into a condominium in 2000, the four-story, cast iron-frame, brick commercial building is designed in the 
Renaissance Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in buff-colored brick laid in American Bond, is capped by a flat roof. 
The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, is three bays wide. At street level the primary facade consists of three 
historic wood and glass storefronts with transoms above. Sheet metal brackets divide the storefronts. There is a historic neon sign 
above the westernmost storefront. A sheet metal stringcourse divides the first and second floors. The upper three floors feature a grid 
of paired window openings infilled with pairs of double-hung wood windows. A metal fire escape occupies a section of wall between 
the second and third bays. The facade terminates with a simple sheet modillioned metal cornice. The building appears to be in good 
condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  4 *NRHP Status Code   1D, 3S, 3CB 
 *Resource Name or # :580 Howard Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: Kinney Building 
B2. Common Name: Dahl-Beck Electric Building 
B3. Original Use:  warehouse B4.  Present Use: live-work lofts 
*B5. Architectural Style: Commercial Style 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1906. Renovated in 1996 following Secretary of the Interior’s Standards to 
accommodate live-work lofts.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: A. W. Smith b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  urban development, reconstruction Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  1906-1913 Property Type: Building Applicable Criteria: A/1, C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary of Findings 
The Dahl-Beck Electric Building (originally known as the Kinney Building) at 580 Howard Street appears to be eligible for 
individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the California Register of Historical Resources 
(CRHR) under Criterion A/1 for its role in the rapid reconstruction of the South of Market neighborhood after it was 
leveled by the 1906 earthquake and fires as well as for its influence in establishing the vicinity of Second and Howard 
Street as a center of construction services. The building also appears to be eligible under Criterion C/3 as the work of 
prolific architect A. W. Smith and as a representative example of a Commercial Style masonry loft building with limited 
Renaissance-Baroque detailing in the South of Market neighborhood. It retains a high level of integrity, and its period of 
significance spans from 1906 to 1913, its date of construction to the conclusion of the first wave of post-earthquake 
development in the area. 580 Howard Street is also a contributing building to the National Register Second and Howard 
Street District.  

See continuation sheet. 
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Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Historic Context 
The permit issued on July 5, 1906, to R. W. Kinney for his plumbing supply warehouse at 580 Howard Street (Block 
3721, Lot 092) was the first permit issued after the 1906 Earthquake and Fire. Due to eleven fires that started in the 
area and the neighborhood’s high concentration of wood-frame buildings, very few structures survived the disaster. 
Unlike other areas of the San Francisco that were rebuilt immediately after the disaster, such as North Beach and the 
financial district, South of Market developed unevenly. Some sections, like this area on Howard between First and 
Second Streets, was rebuilt immediately, while other portions were not developed for up to a decade. The immediate 
construction of the Kinney Building, quickly followed by similar buildings housing construction services, transformed 
this area from a primarily residential neighborhood, as shown on the 1899 Sanborn Map (Vol. 2, Sheet 129), to a 
commercial and light industrial area. This transformation was part of the changing character of the South of Market 
neighborhood as commercial buildings and warehouses replaced the burnt out remains of apartments and houses.  
 
The building’s original owner Ralph W. Kinney was born in 1866 in Wisconsin. Based on the 1900 U. S. Federal 
Census, Kinney, along with his wife Jenny and several servants, lived in Berkeley. Kinney lists his occupation as a 
merchant. The 1904 City Directory lists the Barker & Kinney Plumbing Supply firm on Second Street. By 1906, Kinney 
was the president of the R. W. Kinney Company and the plumbing supply company continued to operate at 580 
Howard Street into the mid-1920s, when the company moved down the street. Another occupant of the building 
during the early twentieth century was the Western Press printing company. The building continued to be used for 
office and warehouse space until the early 1950s. The Dahl-Beck Electrical Company, an electrical repair company 
focusing on marine motors and generators, moved into the building in 1952 and continued to occupy it for almost 40 
years. In 1998 the Martin Building Company turned the building into 14 live-work lofts and a penthouse suite.  
 
Bay Area architect Alfred William Smith designed the commercial loft building in 1906. Born in 1864 in Louisiana, 
Smith grew up in Oakland. Smith started working as a contractor in the 1880s and was listed as an architect by the 
early 1890s, but was never formally educated as an architect. Smith designed more than 400 buildings during his 
forty-year career. Working primarily in the East Bay, he focused on houses and small to medium-sized commercial 
and industrial buildings, as well churches and institutional buildings (Alameda Architectural Preservation Society 
2006).  Smith’s most notable work appears to be his bungalow designs, which were featured several times in Architect 
& Engineer. Other notable work was the Polytechnic Business College in Oakland, the Ebell Club, Gibson Engineering 
School, and sorority and fraternity houses in Berkeley (Architect & Engineer 1933: 53). He died in 1933.  
 
Significance and Evaluation 
The building at 580 Howard Street appears to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP)/California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion A/1 for its role in the rapid reconstruction 
of the area centered on Second and Howard Streets within the South of Market neighborhood after it was leveled by 
the 1906 earthquake and fires. Constructed in 1906, the Kinney Building was among the first to be erected on Howard 
Street and defined the character of the surrounding area. Historian Anne Bloomfield states that the construction of the 
Kinney building as a plumbing supply company “may have triggered the whole District’s specialization in 
construction services” (Bloomfield 1998:7). The materials provided by Kinney and the other construction supply 
companies that quickly opened in the area would have provided much needed supplies for the city’s initial 
reconstruction period. The success of these businesses in turn transformed Howard Street and the surrounding streets 
to the west and south into a light industrial and commercial area, a trend away from the nineteenth-century 
residential neighborhood pattern, and a trend that continued for most of the twentieth century.  
 
The building does not appear to be significant under Criterion B/2. The original owner R. W. Kinney was a successful 
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Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

wholesale merchant but he does not appear to be a significant figure in the local, state, or national history. No other significant 
person appears to be associated with the building.  
 
The building appears to be eligible under Criterion C/3 as a representative example of a Commercial Style masonry building 
with limited Renaissance-Baroque detailing in the South of Market neighborhood. The building’s masonry construction; grid of 
original paired wood-sash, double-hung, windows; and prominent sheet metal cornice with modillion blocks make this an 
excellent example of a Commercial Style building in the neighborhood. The building is also significant for is association with 
architect A. W. Smith.  
 
The building appears to retain a high level of integrity, including its integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, 
association, and feeling. The building was renovated in 1998 following the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. Alterations to 
the façade consist of modifications to the ground floor windows and entrances to allow for separate entrances for two live-
work units. The main entrance was modified too. The ground floor pilasters appear to be original, and the building’s façade 
retains major character-defining features, including the fenestration, brick construction, metal fire escape, transom band, and 
the cornice. While modifications have occurred to the surrounding neighborhood over the last hundred years, many small-
scale commercial and light industrial buildings for the early twentieth century still stand in its immediate environment, so it 
still retains a good level of integrity of setting.  
 
Previous Evaluations 
580 Howard Street is a contributing building to the National Register Second and Howard Street District. According to San 
Francisco Planning Department records, 580 Howard Street has been assigned California Historical Resource Status Code 1D. 
In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck also assigned the building California Historical Resource Status 
Codes 3CD indicating that the building it appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR-eligible 
district through a survey evaluation. 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 101 Second Street 
P1. Other Identifier: None 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 101 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721089 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southeast, 9.21.07, 100_3938.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
2000, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Hines 101 Second St. Lp 
101 California St #1000 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.060.7 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 

101 2nd Street occupies a 27,560 s.f. lot on the southeast corner of 2nd and Mission streets. Designed by Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill 
and built in 1999-2000, the 26-story, steel-frame office building is designed in the Modern style. Clad in pre-cast concrete panels and 
green-colored glass, the building steps back from Second Street in three successive volumes, beginning with a large four-story 
pavilion on 2nd Street, to a mid-rise tower, to the full 26-story high tower behind. The building appears to be in good condition. 
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PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 100 1st Street 
P1. Other Identifier: 100 First Plaza 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 100 1ST ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 

 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): 
Parcel #:3721001, 3721002, 3721003, 3721004, 
3721005, 3721087 

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southwest, 9.19.07, 100_3735JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1988, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
100 First Plaza Property LLP 
One Federal St. 26th Flr. %Be 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

100 1st Street occupies a 256' x 160' lot on the southwest corner of 1st and Mission streets. Designed by Heller Manus Architects and 
built in 1988, the 27-story, steel-frame office building is designed in the Postmdoern style. Clad in pre-cast concrete panels and 
smoke-colored glass, the building steps back in faceted volumes similar to an 1930s-era skyscraper. A one-story garage pavilion to the 
west of the main tower has a roof-garden. The building appears to be in good condition. 
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PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
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 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 22 Minna 
P1. Other Identifier: 100 First Plaza Parking Structure 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 22 MINNA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721084 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP4. Ancillary Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.19.07, 
100_3737JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1988, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
100 First Plaza Property LLP 
One Federal St. 26th Flr. %Be 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

22 Minna Street is located on the westernmost section of the 100 First Street property. Designed by Heller Manus Architects and built 
in 1988, the small above-ground section of the parking structure is one-story in height with a roof-top garden. Clad in pre-cast concrete 
panels and stucco, the structure is physically part of the 100 First Plaza building next door. The building appears to be in good 
condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 2 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 545 Mission Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Greenwood Estate Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 545 MISSION ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721082 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.29.07, 
100_4778.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1906, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Mission & Shaw LLC 
2376 Ironwood Place 
Alamo, CA 94507 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

545 Mission Street occupies an irregularly shaped 5,693 s.f. lot on the south side of Mission Street, between Shaw Alley and 2nd 
Street. Built in 1906, the five-story, cast iron and heavy timber-frame, brick commercial building is designed in the Renaissance 
Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in buff-colored brick and aluminum panels, is capped by a flat roof. The primary 
facade, which faces Mission Street to the south, is an enframed window wall. A secondary facade, seven bays wide, faces Shaw Alley 
to the east, and a tertiary facade faces Minna Street to the south. At street level the primary facade consists of a non-historic but 
compatible aluminum storefront. Elements of the historic storefront remain, including the rusticated brick surround and granite 
bulkheads. The upper three floors feature steel casement windows with aluminum spandrel panels. Rusticated piers divide the 
windows. A sheet metal intermediate cornice separates the fourth and fifth floors. The facade terminates with a simple parapet 
molding; the original cornice has been removed. The building appears to be in good condition. 



 
State of California — The Resources Agency  Primary #                                       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                          

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
       *NRHP Status Code: 3CS 

Page 2 of 2  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  545 Mission Street 
B1. Historic Name: Greenwood Estate Building 
B2. Common Name: 545 Mission 
B3. Original Use: Industrial 
*B5. Architectural 
Style: RenaissanceRevival 

B4.  Present Use: Commercial 

*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  
545 Mission Street was designed by architect Henry A. Schulze and built in 1906-07 for the Greenwood Estate. The 
façade was remodeled in 1950 according to designs drawn up by Hertzka & Knowles. 

*B7. Moved?   No Yes  Unknown   Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related 
Features: 
 
 

None 

B9a. Architect: Henry A. Schulze b. Builder: Unknown 
*B10. Significance:  Theme: Commercial/Industrial Development Area South of Market: Transit Center District Plan 
Period of 
Significance: 1906-1930 Property Type: Commercial Applicable 

Criteria 1 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)  
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ story commercial building 
*B12. References:  

San Francisco City Directories 
San Francisco Architectural Heritage, Building files 
Sanborn Maps: 1899, 1913, 1950 
“Among the Architects.” The Architect & Engineer of California (June 1906), 73. 
B13. Remarks:  
Transit Center District Plan EIR, Heritage “C”-rated building 

*B14. Evaluator: Christopher VerPlanck 
*Date of Evaluation: 03.26.08 

 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

 

(Sketch Map with north arrow 
required.)

545 Mission Street was designed by architect Henry A. Schultze and constructed in 1906-07 by the Greenwood Estate to house their Pacific Coast 
Paper Company. According to building records, 545 Mission was the first major commercial loft building constructed in the South of Market after the 
1906 Earthquake. Pacific Coast Paper, which manufactured paper bags, wrapping, and twine, occupied most of the building, remaining there until 
1925. In 1943, another paper company, Andre Paper Box Company, occupied 545 Mission Street, remaining there until 1963. From the 1960s on, the 
building became home to businesses that served the nearby Financial District, including print shops, graphics firms, and typewriter sales and repair. 
By the late 1980s, the building’s tenant mix took on a more professional nature as engineers, architects, and other professional service providers 
moved in. Henry A. Schulze began his career in San Francisco in 1888, in partnership with George C. Meeker. In 1890, Schulze went to work for 
himself, operating a successful statewide practice, completing several important projects for San Francisco’s Silver Barons and the “Big Four” railroad 
magnates. Much of Schulze’s work was destroyed during the 1906 Earthquake. In 1905, Schulze formed a brief partnership with Arthur Brown Jr.  
 
545 Mission appears eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1 (Events) for its role in the post-1906 reconstruction of San 
Francisco’s South of Market. Built as a paper company facility by an important real estate trust, 545 Mission appears to have been the first notable 
commercial/industrial building completed after the 1906 Earthquake in the South of Market. Although the façade was remodeled in 1950 by Hertzka & 
Knowles in a more up-to-date fashion, the building retains a moderate degree of integrity as a good (and increasingly rare) example of a major brick 
commercial loft structure in the South of Market. The building retains integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
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PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 121 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Drexler Estate Building, Rapp Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 121 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721071 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northeast, 9.21.07, 100_3952.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1907, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Field FAMILY LP 
515 FOLSOM ST., 2ND FLR.  
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 

121 2nd Street occupies a 60' x 74' lot on the northwest corner of 2nd and Minna streets. Built in 1907, the seven-story, reinforced-
concrete commercial building is designed in the Renaissance Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in stucco, cast iron, 
and cast cement, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is four bays wide. A similarly 
detailed secondary elevation, five bays wide, faces Minna Street to the south. At street level both facades consist of intact cast iron 
and glass storefronts divided by cast concrete square piers. The primary entrance, which is located in the northernmost bay on 2nd 
Street, features an elaborately detailed bracketed hood capped by a pair of acroteria. The upper six floors feature a grid of paired 
window openings each occupied by double-hung wood windows. The only exception is the sixth floor which features segemental 
arched openings with elaborate keystones. Intermediate cornices separate the first and second, second and third, and sixth and 
seventh floors. The facade terminates with a substantial modillioned cornice featuring egg and dart and dentil moldings. The building 
appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 83 Minna Sreet 
P1. Other Identifier: John G. Rapp Co. Machine Shop 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 83 MINNA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721052 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.21.07, 
100_3981.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1911, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Patrick & Co. 
James Patrick M. 
611 Greenwood Estate Building St. 2nd 
Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 
 Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

83 Minna Street occupies a 42' x 80' lot on the south side of Minna Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1911, the one-story, 
brick industrial building is designed in the Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in American Bond, is 
capped by a trussed gable roof. The primary facade, which faces Minna Street to the north, is three bays wide. At street level the 
primary facade consists of an infilled window in the left bay, a vehicular entry in the center bay, and a pedestrian entry in the right bay. 
The facade terminates with a stepped parapet. The building appears to be in fair condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code   6L 
 *Resource Name or # : 83 Minna Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: John G. Rapp Building 
B2. Common Name:  
B3. Original Use:  industrial B4.  Present Use: restaurant 
*B5. Architectural Style: American Commercial 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1911. Window and door bricked-in after 1982. Converted to house a restaurant in 
2008.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: unknown b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: post-earthquake urban redevelopment, architecture 
 Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 

Period of Significance:  1911 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  1, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. (revised by Planning) 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 (revised March 28, 2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

 

Summary Evaluation 
83‐85 Minna Street does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register 
of Historical Resources (CRHR) either individually or as a contributor to a historic district.  
 
Historic Context 
John G. Rapp commissioned this one‐story masonry industrial building at 83‐85 Minna Street in 1911. The original permit 
for this building was not found and the architect and builder were not identified. This Commercial style building was part 
of the flurry of construction that followed the 1906 earthquake and fire. In the South of Market neighborhood, modest 
warehouses and light industrial buildings replaced the densely packed working‐class residences that previously 
dominated the area. The 1913 Sanborn maps reveals that the side streets and alleyways in the area were dominated 

See continuation sheet. 
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primarily by industrial concerns often in one‐ to three‐story buildings, similar to 83‐85 Minna Street.  
 
Rapp is listed in the 1910 city directory as the president and general manager of John Rapp & Son, Rainier Beer distributor. In 
1907 he commissioned the Reid Brothers to design a seven‐story commercial building at 121‐131 Second Street, which is a 
contributor to the Second and Howard Street National Register District.  He resided at 1461 Page Street. The building’s original 
tenants appear to be the Pacific Copper Works and the 1913 Sanborn map identifies the building as a copper works. In the 
1930s L. Wagner & Sons, coppersmiths, occupied the building. By the 1950s the building housed a gas engine repair shop and 
was used as a warehouse. The building was later used for an artist workshop. In 2008 the Anchor & Hope restaurant opened in 
the building.   
 
Evaluation 
83‐85 Minna Street does not appear to be individually eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under Criterion A/1, for its association with 
events or broad trends in history. Constructed in 1911, during the first phase of the South of Market district’s post‐earthquake 
redevelopment, the building fit pre‐existing patterns of development that saw the transformation of the area from a dense, 
working‐class neighborhood to a landscape of commercial warehouses and light industrial buildings on the main streets and 
industrial buildings on the side streets.  
 
The building also does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under Criterion B/2, as it is not known to be associated 
with persons of historical significance. John G. Rapp does not appear to be a significant figure. An ordinary masonry industrial 
building with an unadorned stepped parapet as its only defining feature, this building is not a good example of a building type 
or method of construction, cannot be called the work of a master architect, and does not achieve artistic qualities. Thus, 83‐85 
Minna Street does not appear individually eligible under Criterion C/3.  
 
83‐85 Minna Street does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under any criterion as a contributor to the eligible New 
Montgomery, Mission and Second Historic District.  While the construction date for the subject property is consistent with an 
identified historic context, the property does not appear to have made a significant contribution to the reconstruction of the 
area and is not significant under Criterion A/1.  Additionally, the subject property does not appear to be eligible under 
Criterion C/3 as it does not bear a strong association with the district, which is almost exclusively made up of medium‐ to 
large‐scale commercial structures built just after the 1906 earthquake and fire and up until the 1930s, and is not part of a group 
of buildings that are significant examples of an architectural style or building typology. 
 
Integrity 
83‐85 Minna Street appears to retain a fair level of integrity. It has not been moved and retains its integrity of location. The 
building retains its shaped parapet and original scale, but the bricked‐in original door and window openings obscure their 
segmented arches and the removal of the vehicular door to accommodate a recessed entrance and fenestration for the 
restaurant detracts from the original design, materials, and workmanship of this unadorned and simple building. Ongoing 
development has removed the surrounding modest‐scale commercial warehouse and light industrial architecture and has 
impacted this building’s integrity of setting, feeling, and association. Thus, it retains its integrity of location, setting, feeling, 
and association.  
 
Previous Surveys 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 83‐85 Minna Street received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown 
Master Plan, a C rating from the 1977‐1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey, and was part of the San Francisco 
Landmarks Board’s 1990 Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & 
VerPlanck assigned the building California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating it appears to be eligible for listing 
in the CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR‐eligible district through a survey evaluation. 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 133 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Morton L. Cook Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 133 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721051 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) Hp3. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southeast, 9.21.07, 
100_3957.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1906, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Epstein Living Trust 
% Selma Epstein 
5 Sotelo Ave. 
Piedmont, CA 94611 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

133 2nd Street occupies a 30' x 80' lot on the southeast corner of 2nd and Minna streets. Built in 1906, the four-story, heavy timber-
frame, brick commercial building is designed in the Renaissance Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in 
American Bond, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is an enframed window wall. A 
similarly detailed secondary elevation, three bays wide, faces Minna Street to the north. At street level both facades consist of largely 
intact wood and glass storefronts divided by cast iron columns. The primary entrance, which is located in the northernmost bay on 2nd 
Street, is recessed and features a pair of wood swinging doors. The upper three floors feature a grid of single window openings each 
occupied by double-hung wood windows with segmental arched headers. Rusticated quoins and pilasters separate the bays. The 
facade terminates with a substantial modillioned  sheet metal cornice. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
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       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 141 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Hunt-Mirk Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 141 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721050 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward east, 9.21.07, 
100_3962.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1907, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Carjo Properties 
% Robert K Brorsen 
143 Second St. #300 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

141 2nd Street occupies a 50' x 80' lot on the east side of 2nd Street, between Minna and Natoma streets. Built in 1907, the five-story, 
reinforced-concrete commercial building is designed in the Renaissance Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in terra 
cotta, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is an enframed window wall three bays wide. At 
street level the facade consists of two reasonably intact wood and glass storefronts in the outer bays sheltered beneath oversized 
awnings. The primary entrance, which is located in the center bay, features a pair of wood doors. The upper four floors feature 
Chicago windows in the outer bays and pairs of double-hung wood windows in the center bay. Terra cotta ornamental spandrel panels 
that feature a Greek fret pattern divide the floor levels and terra cotta pilasters divide the bays. A steel fire escape is attached to the 
center bay. The facade terminates with a paneled frieze and stepped parapet. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 149 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Bothin Real Estate Co. Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 149 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721049 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward east, 9.21.07, 
100_3967.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1907, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
149 Second Street LLC 
92 Natoma St. #300 
San Francisco CA 94105 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

149 2nd Street occupies a 50' x 95' lot on the east side of 2nd Street between Minna and Natoma streets. Built in 1907, the four-story, 
heavy timber frame, brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style. The building has a secondary facade, 
one bay wide and utilitarian in character, facing Natoma Street to the south. The rectangular-plan building, finished in stucco, is 
capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is an enframed window wall two bays wide. At street 
level the facade consists of two non-historic aluminum storefronts. The upper three floors feature bands of window openings, each 
containing four double-hung wood windows with pronounced sills. A sheet metal intermediate cornice divides the first and second 
floors. The facade terminates with a stepped parapet featuring exposed tie rod ends and sheet metal ornament at the corners. The 
building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 2 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 163 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Marcus Modry Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 163 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721048 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northeast, 9.21.07, 
100_3970.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1906, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Victor Sotomayor Trust 
3181-B Lucas Dr. 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

133 2nd Street occupies a 25' x 75' lot on the northeast corner of 2nd and Natoma streets. Built in 1906, the four-story, heavy timber-
frame, brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in 
American Bond, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is an enframed window wall. A 
similarly detailed secondary elevation, five bays wide, faces Natoma Street to the south. At street level both facades consist of non-
historic wood and glass storefronts and infilled window openings. The primary entrance, which is located in the easternmost bay on 
Natoma Street, is recessed and features a wood hood. The upper three floors feature a grid of single window openings each occupied 
by double-hung wood windows. A steel fire escape occupies the third bay in from 2nd Street. The facade terminates with a corbelled 
brick cornice. The building appears to be in good condition. 
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2nd Street Façade, 100_3968, 9.21.07 
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       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
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 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 90 Natoma Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Unknown 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 90 NATOMA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721047 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northwest, 9.21.07, 
100_3978.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1913, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Patrick & Co 
James Patrick M. 
611 Mission St. 2nd Fl. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

90 Natoma Street Street occupies a 20' x 75' lot on the north side of Natoma Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1913, the 
one-story, brick industrial building is designed in the Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in American 
Bond, is capped by a trussed gable roof. The primary facade, which faces Natoma Street to the south, is an enframed window wall. At 
street level the primary facade consists of two infilled windows in the corner bays, and a vehicular entry in the center bay. The facade 
terminates with a gabled parapet and a shallow modillioned cornice. The building appears to be in fair condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    6L 
 *Resource Name or # :90 Natoma Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: none 
B2. Common Name:  
B3. Original Use:  industrial B4.  Present Use: bar 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial  
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1913. Windows bricked-in after 1990. Converted to a bar in the late 1990s or early 
2000s.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: unknown b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  post-1906 urban redevelopment, architecture    Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  1913 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  1,3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. (revised by Planning) 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 (revised April 3, 2012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
90 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register 
of Historical Resources (CRHR) either individually or as a contributor to a historic district.  
 
Historic Context   
This one‐story brick industrial building was designed by San Francisco architectural firm Welsh & Carey for Thomas Ford 
in 1913. The building was constructed at the end of the first wave of post‐1906 reconstruction in the area around Howard 
and Second Streets in the South of Market district. Initially used as a blacksmith’s shop, according to the Sanborn Maps, 
this building was part of the neighborhood trend of commercial and industrial buildings replacing the residential 
buildings that were destroyed in the 1906 earthquake and fires. Thomas Ford is listed in the 1914 City Directory as a 
horseshoer with two business locations, one at 76 Natoma Street and the other at 460 Fulton. He lived at 1311 Steiner in 
San Francisco.  

See continuation sheet. 
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Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Thomas J. Welsh and John Carey formed their partnership in 1904. Welsh, the senior member of the firm, was an 
influential San Francisco architect. Welsh arrived in San Francisco in the 1850s and opened his own practice in 1872. He 
was the chief architect for the San Francisco Board of Education;  the Irving M. Scott School in the Potrero District is the 
only extant example. He also designed 16 catholic churches in San Francisco when he served as the primary architect for 
the Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco. Several of these were in partnership with Carey, including the restoration of 
Old St. Mary’s Church in 1909. After the 1906 disaster, the firm designed significant buildings such as the Roman Catholic 
Chinese Mission on Jackson Street, Hotel Proctor on Jones, Hotel Vendome (1907) on Columbus Avenue, and the Malm 
Building at 2185 Folsom Street. After Welsh’s stroke, Carey took over the business and Welsh died in October 1918.  
 
By the 1950s, the building was used as a warehouse according to the Sanborn Maps. The windows on the façade were 
bricked over after the early 1990s and the building was transformed to a bar, the John Collins lounge.  
 
Evaluation 
90 Natoma Street does not appear to be individually eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under Criterion A/1, for its association 
with events or broad trends in history. Constructed in 1913, during the end of the first phase of the South of Market 
district’s post‐earthquake redevelopment, the building fit pre‐existing patterns of development that saw the 
transformation of the area from a dense, working‐class neighborhood to a landscape of commercial warehouses and 
industrial buildings. This one‐story industrial building contributes to the overall redevelopment and character of the area 
but it did not play a significant role in either.  
 
The building also does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under Criterion B/2, as it is not known to be 
associated with persons of historical significance. Thomas Ford was the owner of a horse shoeing business and does not 
appear to be a significant figure in local, state, or national history.  
 
This one‐story industrial brick building, with its fairly simple cornice, brick detailing, and loss of fenestration, does not 
appear to be a distinguished example of this fairly common building type. Designed by San Francisco architectural firm 
Welsh & Carey, this building does not appear to be a notable example of their work or significant to the development of 
the firm. Thus, 90 Natoma Street does not appear to be individually eligible under Criterion C/3.  
 
90 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under any criterion as a contributor to the eligible 
New Montgomery, Mission and Second Historic District.  While the construction date for the subject property is consistent 
with an identified historic context, the property does not appear to have made a significant contribution to the 
reconstruction of the area and is not significant under Criterion A/1.  Additionally, the subject property does not appear to 
be eligible under Criterion C/3 as it does not bear a strong association with the district, which is almost exclusively made 
up of medium‐ to large‐scale commercial structures built just after the 1906 earthquake and fire and up until the 1930s, and 
is not part of a group of buildings that are significant examples of an architectural style or building typology. 
 
Integrity 
90 Natoma Street appears to retain a good level of integrity. Although the windows were bricked in after the early 1990s, 
the building does retain its original cornice and brick detailing and in general retains its integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling. While the several one‐story buildings remain across the street, the removal of the buildings on 
this side of Natoma Street has impacted this building’s setting.  
 
Previous Surveys 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 90 Natoma Street received a V rating in the City’s Downtown 
Master Plan, received a C rating in the 1977‐1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey, and was part of the San 
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____. “Death of Thos. J. Welsh,” The Architect & Engineer (October 1918): 118.  
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Unreinforced Masonry Building (UMB) Construction in San Francisco from 1850 to 1940. San Francisco, Calif.: 
Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  

 
 

 Francisco Landmarks Board’s 1990 Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, 
Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the building California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating it appears to be 
eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR‐eligible district through a survey evaluation. 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 77-79 Natoma Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Unknown 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 77 NATOMA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721029 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.21.07, 
100_3986.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1914, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Beck Living Trust 
William R & Carol J. Beck, T. 
7 Corte Palos Verdes 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

77-79 Natoma Street occupies a 2,600 s.f. lot on the south side of Natoma Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1914, the one-
story, brick industrial building is designed in the Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in American 
Bond, is capped by a trussed gable roof. The primary facade, which faces Natoma Street to the north, is three bays wide. At street 
level the primary facade consists of multi-lite steel industrial windows in the outer bays, and an arched vehicular entrance infilled with 
an aluminum storefront in the center bay. Above each of the corner bays are three individual steel industrial windows that appear to 
contain operable awning sash. The facade terminates with a stepped parapet featuring a round louvered vent at the center and a 
modified Romanesque corbelled frieze. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    3S 
 *Resource Name or # :77-79 Natoma Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: none 
B2. Common Name:  
B3. Original Use:  industrial B4.  Present Use: art gallery 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1914. Converted to an art gallery in 2002.   
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: 81 Natoma Street appears to have been an addition to this building, likely constructed in 1924.  
 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: unknown b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: urban reconstruction, architecture Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  1914 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria: 1,C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
The brick, industrial building at 77-79 Natoma Street appears to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion C/3 as a representative example of an one-
story, brick industrial building with a high level of integrity. Its period of significance dates to 1914 when it was constructed.   
 
Historic Context 
J. V. Oppel constructed this one-story, brick, factory building at 77 Natoma Street (Block 3721, Lot 029) in March of 1914. The 
building was intended to be the first of four-stories. While a copy of the original permit was included in the Heritage files for the 
building, the original permit was not found and the architect and builder are not known. This building was constructed at the 
end of the first wave of post-1906 reconstruction in the area and was one of many one-story industrial buildings constructed on 
the side streets of the South of Market neighborhood. 
   

See continuation sheet. 
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John V. Oppel is listed as a brewer in the city directories from the 1910s and 1920s, and came from a family of brewers. He 
lived at 804 York Street and worked at the Milwaukee Brewery in 1914. However, no record could be found of the building at 
77 Natoma Street being used as a brewery. City directory research indicates that the building’s first tenant was Pneumatic 
Vehicle Spring Co., followed by the Gibson Express Company. Both were gone by 1918. The Jamison Steel Co, run by E. E. 
Jamison occupied the building in the 1920s. Starting in 1940 Vincent Paulucci ran the Paul Sheet Metal Works in the building 
and the Sanborn Map identifies the building as a sheet metal shop. In 1952, the Dalh-Beck Electrical Company occupied the 
building. The company became Beck Electric in 1972 and the company remained in the building until 1990, when it relocated to 
Richmond. 77-79 Natoma Street was remodeled to accommodate an art gallery, Varnish, in 2002.  
 
Evaluation 
77-79 Natoma Street does not appear to be individually eligible for the NRHP or the CRHR under Criterion A/1 for its 
association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history or the 
cultural heritage of California or the United States. To be eligible under this criterion, the building cannot merely be associated 
with historic events or trends but must have a specific association to be considered significant. This building was constructed 
at the very end of a period of rapid reconstruction of the area centered around New Montgomery, Second, and Mission Streets 
within the South of Market neighborhood after it was leveled by the 1906 earthquake and fires. As one of many industrial 
building constructed on the side streets of the South of Market neighborhood after the 1906 disaster it does not appear to have 
a particularly specific or significant association with this event to be individually eligible.  
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important to local, 
California or national history.  
 
The building appears to be eligible under Criterion C/3 as an excellent example of a one-story masonry industrial building in 
the South of Market neighborhood. In comparison to the one- and two-story masonry industrial buildings on nearby 
alleyways, such as Minna and Natoma, the building exhibits a high degree of design, particularly its brickwork and its 
corbelled stepped parapet over the large segmented arched entrance and central louvered vent. Detailed brickwork of a similar 
quality is uncommon in the south of Market Street area, particularly on buildings of this scale. 77-79 Natoma Street is a good 
example of South of Market industrial architecture and is a rare example of an one-story masonry building in the 
neighborhood with this level of detailing.  
 
Integrity 
Although the building was remodeled to accommodate an art gallery, 77-79 Natoma Street appears to retain a high level of 
integrity, including its integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location, and feeling, with few apparent alterations to the 
façade. An aluminum storefront has been installed behind the roll-up door in association with the gallery. The building’s 
setting and association has been impacted by the construction of the Transbay Terminal Building completed in 1936 about a 
block to its north and the aboveground concrete viaduct associated with the terminal building that cuts through the block to its 
east. However, small-scale commercial and light industrial buildings still stand in its immediate environment, so it still retains 
a good level of integrity of setting.  
 
Previous Evaluations 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 83 Natoma Street was previously assigned a assigned a California 
Historical Resource Status Code of 6Y. It received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan and received a rating of C 
in the 1977-1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. In 1986, Heritage requested that the building’s status be changed 
from V to III on the grounds that the building “is very good example of an early twentieth century factory building south of 
Market Street.” This request was not approved. It was also surveyed as part of the San Francisco Landmarks Board’s 1990 
Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the building 
California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating that it appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor 
to a CRHR-eligible district through a survey evaluation. 
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77-79 Natoma Street, vertical file. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
“The Bloomfield Legacy: Getting it on the National Register.” Heritage News 29, No. 3: 6-7. 
 
Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History 74, 

no. 4 (Winter 1995): 372-393. 
 
_____. “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.” October 3, 

1998.  
 
Building Files, 77-79 Natoma Street. San Francisco Planning Department.  
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” (1913 & 1950), sheet 130.  
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San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board. A Context Statement and Architectural/Historical Survey of Unreinforced 
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Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  
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Update of P3a. Description: 
77-79 Natoma Street consists of the rectangular-plan, brick building with the three-bay façade terminating in a stepped parapet. 
The building to the west that appears to be attached to 77-79 Natoma is a separate building at 81 Natoma Street.  
 
 
Update of P5. Photo: 
77-79 Natoma Street, looking south 
 

 
 
 
77-79 Natoma Street, detail 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 171 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: The Electrical Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 171 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721025 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southeast, 9.21.07, 
100_3995.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1912, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Toy Real Estate Invstmnt. Co. 
Collier International 
50 California St. #1900 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

171 2nd Street occupies a 47' x 75' lot on the southeast corner of 2nd and Natoma streets. Built in 1912, the five-story, steel-frame, 
brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in 
American Bond, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is three bays wide. A similarly 
detailed secondary elevation, five bays wide, faces Natoma Street to the north. At street level both facades consist of non-historic 
glass and steel storefronts divided by terra cotta clad piers. The primary entrance, which is located in the northernmost bay on 2nd 
Street, is recessed. The second floor, clad in beige terra cotta, consists of three large window openings infilled with non-historic sheet 
glass windows. The upper four floors feature a grid of Chicago windows each occupied by three double-hung wood windows. The 
window bays feature terra cotta lintels and molded brick moldings outline each bay. The facade terminates with a simple faceted 
parapet. The original cornice appears to have been removed at some point prior to 1977. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
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 *Resource Name or # : 171 Second Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: Westinghouse Building 
B2. Common Name: Electrical Building 
B3. Original Use:  office building B4.  Present Use: office building 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial  
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1908. Windows added on eastern elevation upper floors during 1930-1950s. Ground 
and second floors redone in 1950s and 1980s. Cornice removed, date unknown.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: John Cotter Pelton b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: urban reconstruction, architecture Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance: 1906-1909 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  1, C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
The Electrical Building at 171 Second Street is currently a contributing building to the Second and Howard Streets 
National Register Historic District. The building is also a contributor to the proposed CRHR-eligible New Montgomery, 
Mission & Second Historic District (see Kelley and VerPlanck 2008). It does not appear to be eligible for individual listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR).  
 
Historic Context 
In 1908 architect John Cotter Pelton, Jr., design the six-story over basement brick office building at 171 Second Street (Block 
3721, Lot 022) in the American commercial style. The building’s first tenant was the Westinghouse Electric Company. The 
building was constructed during the first wave of reconstruction in the South of Market neighborhood, which was leveled 
after the 1906 earthquake and fires. Due to eleven fires that started in the area and the neighborhood’s high concentration 
of wood-frame buildings, very few structures survived the disaster The building at 171 Second Street was part of trend in 

See continuation sheet. 
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the area around Howard and Second Streets that replaced primarily residential structures with loft and commercial buildings, 
many of which housed construction supply companies and related services.  
 
The Electrical Building was designed by prominent San Francisco and Los Angeles architect John Cotter Pelton, Jr. Born in San 
Francisco in 1856, Pelton worked as a draftsman in the offices of notable San Francisco architectural firm Wright & Saunders 
starting in 1875. In 1879 Pelton opened his own firm in partnership with Edward Hatherton. His primary work in San 
Francisco included some thirty residences designed in the early and mid-1880s. During this period Pelton also produced the 
architectural patterns and specifications for inexpensive workers’ dwellings that became his Cheap Dwellings pattern book. By 
the late 1880s, Pelton moved to Los Angeles for several years and until the 1906 Earthquake and Fire most of his work was in 
Los Angeles or in Marin County. After the 1906, Pelton designed several building in San Francisco including the Electrical 
Building, 132 Second Street, and 140-42 Second Street. He died in 1913. 
 
By 1920 the Century Electric Company of St Louis, which supplied alternating current electric motors and fans, occupied the 
building, and the owner was the General Trading Corporation. During the 1930s J. H. Hayes owned the building, which was 
used for offices and a store. Building permits show that windows were added on the east wall of the upper floors and were 
replaced in 1931, 1936, 1946, and 1956. In 1984, the building was seismically upgraded and the glazing on the first and second 
floors was replaced.  
 
 
Evaluation 
The Electrical Building is a contributor in the Second and Howard Streets National Register District, which is listed under 
Criterion C for containing a significant concentration of three- to seven-story, Commercial Style warehouse, light industrial, 
and commercial buildings constructed between 1906 and 1909. The buildings’ scale and modest detailing differentiates them 
from the financial district north of Market Street and reflects their initial tenants, which were construction-related businesses. 
Constructed in 1908, the Electrical Building’s brick construction and recessed double-hung windows contribute to the district’s 
continuity of building type and style. The building is also a contributor to the proposed CRHR-eligible New Montgomery, 
Mission & Second Historic District (see Kelley and VerPlanck 2008). 
 
However, Electrical Building does not appear to be eligible for individual listing in the NRHP or the CRHR. To be eligible 
under Criterion A/1, a building cannot merely be associated with historic events or trends but must have a specific association 
to be considered significant. While this building is associated with the general redevelopment of the area after the 1906 
disaster, it was part of the general trend of redevelopment in the area already established by 1908 and did not make a 
significant contribution to the rebuilding of the city. 
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important to local, 
California or national history. The Electrical Building contributes to the architectural significance of the Second and Howard 
Streets National Register District and the proposed CRHR-eligible New Montgomery, Mission & Second Historic District, but 
does not appear to be eligible for individual listing under Criterion C/3. Although the six-story building exhibits common 
characteristics of Commercial Style buildings constructed in the area after the 1906 earthquake and fires, including its brick 
construction, deeply recessed windows, along with street level retail space, the loss of the cornice and remodeling of the 
ground and second floors has altered the original design, and the building does not appear to be a particularly significant 
example of this style or building typology. The building is associated with prominent San Francisco architect John Cotter 
Pelton but does not appear to be a significant example of his work. Pelton’s primary contribution was the Pelton cottage 
popularized from his Cheap Pattern design book and his residential architectural designs.  
The building retains a fair level of integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The removal of the cornice and the 
replacement of the street-level and second-floor windows has substantially altered the design of this fairly simple building. 
Small-scale commercial and light industrial buildings still stand in its immediate environment, so it retains a good level of 
integrity of setting, association, and feeling.  



 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
 

 
State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  3  of  3   *Resource Name or # : 171 Second Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                       *Date: March 18, 2010   Continuation  Update 
 
Continuation of B10. Significance: 
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____. “Novel Method of Steel Reinforcement for Concrete Construction,” Architect and Engineer 19 (January 1910): 55-59. 
 
____.  “Westinghouse Building,” San Francisco Evening Bulletin, July 13, 1907. 
 
Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History 74, 

no. 4 (Winter 1995): 372-393. 
 
_____. “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.” October 3, 

1998.  
 
Building files, 171 Second Street. San Francisco Planning Department.  
 
Building permit records, 163-171 Second Street. San Francisco Department of Building Inspection. 
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
171 Second Street, vertical files. San Francisco Architectural Heritage. 
 
Pelton, John Cotter, vertical files. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” (1913 & 1950), sheet 130.  
 
San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board. A Context Statement and Architectural/Historical Survey of Unreinforced 

Masonry Building (UMB) Construction in San Francisco from 1850 to 1940. San Francisco, Calif.: Landmarks Preservation 
Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  

 
San Francisco City Directories, 1908-1938.  
 
VerPlanck, Christopher. “The Story of Dogpatch. Dogpatch Historical Context.” Online document accessed, January 25, 2006: 

http://pier70sf.org/dogpatch/DogHistSig.htm#pelton 

 
 
Previous Evaluations 
The building is a contributing structure to the Second and Howard Streets National Register District. Therefore, it has been 
assigned California Historical Resource Status Code 1D, indicating that it a contributor to the district listed in the NRHP by the 
Keeper and that is listed in the CRHR. It received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan and received a rating of C 
in the 1977-1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. It was also surveyed as part of the San Francisco Landmarks 
Board’s 1990 Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned 
the building California Historical Resource Status Codes 1D and 3CD, indicating that appears to be eligible for listing in the 
CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR-eligible district through a survey evaluation.  
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 181 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Adolph Gasser Photography, Gabriel Moulin Studio 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 181 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721023 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward east, 9.21.07, 
100_4002.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1911, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Adolph &Marion V Gasser Rev 
% Adolph & Marion V Gasser 
5595 Lawton Ave 
Oakland CA 94618 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

181 2nd Street occupies a 66' x 75' lot on the east side of 2nd Street, between Natoma and Howard streets. Built in 1911, the heavily 
altered two-story, heavy timber-frame, brick commercial building was originally designed in the Renaissance Revival style, but was 
remodeled in the early 1950s in the Late Moderne style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in stucco, is capped by a flat roof. The 
primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is roughly three bays wide. At street level the facade consists of non-historic 
aluminum and brick storefronts in the left and center bays and a row of early 1950s-era windows divided by wood mullions in the right 
bay. The primary entrance, which is located in the center bay, retains elements of the original design, including a pedimented 
entrance. Located above the storefronts is a mezzanine level comprised of bands of steel industrial windows of various types. Some 
original detailing in the form of simple pilasters, survived between the windows in the center and right bays. The second floor, which 
was added after 1950, features two bands of steel awning sash windows. The center bay features applied aluminum letters that spell: 
"PHOTOGRAPHY." The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 191 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: 590-594 Howard Street; Andrew Downey Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 191 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721022 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northeast, 9.21.07, 
100_4006.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1906, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Helsten Partners, LLP, Inc. 
% Normweil 
975 Vista Road 
Hillsborough, CA 94010 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

191 2nd Street occupies a 6,024 s.f. lot on the northeast corner of 2nd and Howard streets. Built in 1906, the four-story, heavy timber-
frame, brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style with Renaissance Revival detailing. The L-plan 
building, finished in brick laid in Common Bond, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, 
is eight bays wide. A similarly detailed secondary elevation, four bays wide, faces 2nd Street to the west. At street level both facades 
consist of largely intact wood and glass storefronts divided by artificial stone columns. The primary entrance, which is located 
approximately midway along the Howard Street facade, is recessed. The rusticated second floor is separated from the first by a simple 
corbelled frieze. A corbelled stringcourse divides the second and third floors. All three upper floors feature a grid of window openings 
containing pairs of double-hung wood windows. Steel fire escapes are located near each corner of the Howard Street facade. The 
facade terminates with a shallow but elaborate corbelled brick cornice. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    1D, 3CD 
 *Resource Name or # : 191 Second Street 
 
B1. Historic Name:  
B2. Common Name: Downey Building  
B3. Original Use:  commercial B4.  Present Use: office, retail 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1906.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
B9a.  Architect: Ross & Burgren b.  Builder:  

*B10. Significance:  Theme: urban reconstruction, architecture Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  1906-1909 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  1, C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
The four-story commercial building at 191 Second Street is currently a contributing building to the Second and Howard Streets 
National Register Historic District. It does not appear to be eligible for individual listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). It also appears to be eligible as a contributor to a 
proposed CRHR district.  
 
Historic Context 
In 1906 Andrew Downey hired the San Francisco firm of Ross & Burgren to design the four-story brick commercial building at 
191 Second Street (Block 3721, Lot 022) in the American commercial style with Renaissance Revival detailing. Downey, a real 
estate man living in Berkeley, owned several San Francisco buildings and started construction on this building within months 
after the earthquake and fires of 1906 leveled the South of Market neighborhood. Due to eleven fires that started in the area and 
the neighborhood’s high concentration of wood-frame buildings, very few structures survived the disaster. While the city was 

See continuation sheet. 

 
 
DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 
 



 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
 

State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  2  of  3   *Resource Name or # : 191 Second Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                      *Date: March 18, 2010   Continuation  Update 
 
 
Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

rebuilt unevenly, the South of Market district near Howard and Second Streets was reconstructed fairly quickly and was 
primarily a center of construction supply materials.   
 
Downey contracted prominent Bay Area architect T. Paterson Ross and engineer A. W. Burgren to design this commercial brick 
building. Ross began working in San Francisco in the early 1890s and started working with Burgen in 1900. The firm was 
established just after the 1906 earthquake and fires, the firm actively participated in the reconstruction of San Francisco, and 
also designed 557 Howard Street (extant) and 683 Howard Street (demolished) in the South of Market district. Architect & 
Engineer featured their work in a May 1908 article that highlighted the breadth and diversity of their commissions, which 
included numerous apartment buildings, hotels, churches, and bungalows. They also designed the Sing Fat Building and the 
Sing Chong Building in Chinatown, which were billed as fantasies of the “Far East.” The seven-story, steel-frame Clunie 
Building at the northeast corner of California and Montgomery Streets was noted as one of the finest fireproof office buildings 
in the City at the time of its construction. Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, T. Paterson Ross was also known for his residential 
work, particularly numerous apartment buildings on Russian Hill. 
 
During the 1910s, the building at 191 Second Street housed a chemical supply company, wholesale liquors, and a confectioners 
manufacturing company. The 1950 Sanborn Map indicates the building housed a furniture factory, leather manufacturing, and 
a garment factory.    
 
Evaluation 
The Downey Building is a contributor in the Second and Howard Streets National Register District, which is listed under 
Criterion C for containing a significant concentration of three- to seven-story, Commercial Style warehouse, light industrial, 
and commercial buildings constructed between 1906 and 1909. The scale of the buildings in this district and their modest 
detailing differentiates them from the financial district north of Market Street. It also reflects their initial tenants, construction-
related businesses. Constructed in 1906, the Downey Building’s modest scale, brick construction, paired double-hung recessed 
windows, and corbelled cornice and string course contribute to the district’s continuity of building type and style. 
 
However, Downey Building does not appear to be eligible for individual listing in the NRHP or the CRHR. To be individually 
eligible under Criterion A/1, a building cannot merely be associated with historic events or trends but must have a specific 
association to be considered significant. While this building is associated with the general redevelopment of the area after the 
1906 disaster, it was part of the general trend of redevelopment in the area and did not make a significant contribution to the 
rebuilding of the city. However, the building does qualify as a contributor to a proposed CRHR-district based on its association 
with the post-1906 reconstruction of this South of Market neighborhood.  
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important to local, 
California or national history. The Downey Building contributes to the architectural significance of the Second and Howard 
Streets National Register District but does not appear to be eligible for individual listing under Criterion C/3. The four-story 
building exhibits common characteristics of Commercial Style buildings constructed in the area after the 1906 earthquake and 
fires, including its brick construction, deeply recessed paired windows, and simple corbelled brick cornice and therefore is 
eligible as a district contributor. However, it does not appear to be a particularly significant example of this style or building 
typology and therefore is not individually eligible. Similarly, the building is one of many buildings that Ross & Burgren 
designed after the 1906 disaster and it does not appear to be a significant example of their work. 
 
The building retains a good level of integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The street level wood and glass 
storefronts are mainly intact and the windows appear to be original or at least compatible wood sash, double hung windows. 
Small-scale commercial and light industrial buildings still stand in its immediate environment, so it retains a good level of 
integrity of setting, association, and feeling.  
 
Previous Evaluations 
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Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History 74, 
no. 4 (Winter 1995): 372-393. 

 
_____. “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.” October 3, 

1998.  
 
Building files, 191 Second Street. San Francisco Planning Department.  
 
Building permit records, 191 Second Street. San Francisco Department of Building Inspection. 
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
Ross, T. Paterson and A. W. Burgren, vertical files. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” 1913, sheet 130; 1950, sheet 130.  
 
San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board. A Context Statement and Architectural/Historical Survey of Unreinforced 

Masonry Building (UMB) Construction in San Francisco from 1850 to 1940. San Francisco, Calif.: Landmarks Preservation 
Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  

 
San Francisco City Directories, 1906-1938.  
 
“Some of the Recent Work of T. Paterson Ross, Architect, and A. W. Burgren, Engineer.” Architect & Engineer 31, no. 1 

(November 1912): 46-66.  
 
“The Work of T. Paterson Ross and A. W. Burgren.” Architect & Engineer 13, no. 1 (May 1908). 
 
 

The building is a contributing structure to the Second and Howard Streets National Register District. Therefore, it has been 
assigned California Historical Resource Status Code 1D, indicating that it a contributor to the district listed in the NRHP by the 
Keeper and that is listed in the CRHR. It received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan and received a rating of C in 
the 1977-1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. It was also surveyed as part of the San Francisco Landmarks Board’s 
1990 Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the 
building California Historical Resource Status Codes 1D and 3CD, indicating that appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR 
as a contributor to a CRHR-eligible district through a survey evaluation.  
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 568 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier: F.C. Janssen Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 568 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721020 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 9.21.07, 
100_4015.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1909, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Invesmaster Corporation 
568 Howard St. # Fl 
San Francisco. CA 94105 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

568 Howard Street occupies a 75' x 100' lot on the north side of Howard Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1909, the heavily 
altered three-story-plus-Penthouse, originally heavy timber frame, brick commercial building is designed in the Renaissance Revival 
style with Postmodern additions. The rectangular-plan building, finished in buff-colored facade brick, is capped by a large penthouse 
with an irregular roofline. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, is three bays wide. At street level the facade 
consists of a non-historic recessed entrance in the left bay and two non-historic aluminum storefronts in the center and right bays. The 
upper two floors feature a grid of window openings containing non-historic aluminum windows and recessed balconies. An elaborate 
bracketed sheet metal cornice caps the original portion of the building. Perched atop the roof is a large 1980s-era two-story penthouse 
addition finished in stucco. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 562 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier: None 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 562 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721019 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 9.21.07, 
100_4020.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1907, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
564 Howard Street LLC 
564 Howard St. 
San Francisco CA 94109 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

562 Howard Street occupies a 25' x 100' lot on the north side of Howard Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1907, the heavily 
altered two-story, reinforced-concrete industrial building is designed in the Mission Revival style. The rectangular-plan building, 
finished in stucco, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, is an enframed window wall. 
At street level the facade consists of a non-historic aluminum storefront. The upper floor features four identical window openings 
infilled with non-historic aluminum windows. The facade terminates with a bracketed sheet metal cornice capped by artificial "Spanish" 
tiles. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 55 Natoma Street 
P1. Other Identifier: 540 Howard Street, Federal Security Co. Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 55 NATOMA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721015 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 9.21.07, 
100_4024.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1908, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Hemming, Jeffrey 
10655 Exeter Ave. 
Seattle, Wa 98125 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

55 Natoma Street occupies a 90' x 115' lot on the north side of Howard Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1908, the three-
story, heavy timber frame, brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, 
finished in stucco, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, is six bays wide. At street level 
the facade consists of a vehicular entry in the left bay, a recessed pedestrian entry in the four bay in from the west and the others 
contain modern aluminum storefronts separated by square piers with cast concrete capital details. The second floor features what 
were probably Chicago windows, now infilled with contemporary aluminum windows. The third floor is concealed behind the tall 
parapet which is articulated by pilasters with simple capitals. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    6L 
 *Resource Name or # : 55 Natoma Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: Federal Security Company Building 
B2. Common Name:  534 Howard Street 
B3. Original Use:  commercial B4.  Present Use: nightclub, restaurant 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial  
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1908.  Third-floor added, date unknown. Ground floor reconfigured several times, roll 
up door removed and ground floor entrance and fenestration upgraded since 2007.   
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: A. W. Cornelius b.  Builder: none 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  urban reconstruction Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  N/A Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. (revised by Planning) 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 (revised March 28, 2012) 
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Summary Evaluation 
The building at 55 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) either individually or as a contributor to a historic district. 
 
Historic Context 
The Federal Security Company bought the property from Magee & Sons in 1903. The Federal Security Company Building at 
55 Natoma Street (Block 3721 Lot 015) was constructed in 1908 as a two‐story, Class C brick building for stores. The permit 
was granted in April 1908, almost two years after the fires and earthquake leveled the South of Market neighborhood. Due to 
eleven fires that started in the area and the neighborhood’s high concentration of wood‐frame buildings, very few structures 
survived the disaster. After the disaster, the South of Market area developed unevenly, but fairly rapid development 

See continuation sheet. 
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occurred along this portion Howard Street.  
 
According the 1908 building permit, the architect was A. W. Cornelius. Albert W. Cornelius was born in Nova Scotia 
in 1864 to Irish parents. He immigrated to the United States in the early 1880s and moved to Alameda, California, by 
the early 1890s. He is listed in 1900 U. S. Census in Alameda as an Architect‐Builder and resided with his wife, two 
daughters, and a servant. Cornelius started out as a builder constructing house in the East Bay. By 1907 he opened an 
office in San Francisco and in 1908 received a license to practice architecture in California. Cornelius is primarily 
known for his movie theaters in the East Bay, which include Alameda Theater in Alameda, Fox Theater in Salinas, the 
California Theatres in Pittsburg and Richmond, and the Strand Theater in Berkeley. Architect and Engineer featured his 
designs in 1915. He also designed homes in San Francisco, the East Bay, and Northern California. Cornelius continued 
to live with his family in Alameda and, according to architectural historian Michael Corbett, was no longer listed in 
directories after 1937.  
 
City directory research indicates that the first tenant of 55 Natoma was Waterhouse & Lester Co., a horseshoers’ 
supplies company that turned to vehicle hardware by mid‐1910s. Merchand Garage owned the building by the late 
1930s and a paper warehouse occupied the building during the 1950s. By the 1980s the building was owned by the 
Yin’s and was used as a night club. The building recently underwent renovations and currently houses a restaurant 
and night club. The building is now three‐stories; however, no available records indicate when the third‐story was 
added.  
 
Evaluation 
The commercial building addressed as 55 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion A/1. 
While the building was constructed in 1908, during the initial wave of construction after the 1906 Earthquake and 
Fire, this building did not individually play a significant role in the reconstruction of the area nor did it establish any 
significant trends for the neighborhood during the reconstruction period.  
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important 
to local, California, or national history. While Albert W. Cornelius appears to have been a notable architect in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, the building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion C/3 as a significant or representative 
example of his work, which is primarily defined by his theater designs throughout Northern California and the Bay 
Area. The repeated replacement of all fenestration and entrances along with the addition of a third level has adversely 
impacted the original design of the building and, therefore, it does not appear to qualify as a good example of a type, 
period, or style.  
 
The building appears to retain a low level of integrity due to repeated replacement of fenestration and reconfiguring 
of the entrances and the addition of the third story. The building no longer retains integrity of design, workmanship, 
materials, association, or feeling. The structure’s setting and feeling has been impacted by the ongoing development 
of the area and the removal of several of early twentieth‐century buildings on the block.  
 
55 Natoma Street does not appear to be eligible for the NRHP/CRHR under any criterion as a contributor to the 
eligible New Montgomery, Mission and Second Historic District.  While the construction date for the subject property 
is consistent with an identified historic context, the property does not appear to have made a significant contribution 
to the reconstruction of the area and is not significant under Criterion A/1.  Additionally, the subject property does 
not appear to be eligible under Criterion C/3 as it does not bear a strong association with the district, which is almost 
exclusively made up of medium‐ to large‐scale commercial structures built just after the 1906 earthquake and fire and 
up until the 1930s, and is not part of a group of buildings that are significant examples of an architectural style or 
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Bloomfield, Anne.  “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination 
Form.” October 3, 1998.  

 
Building permit records, 530‐534 Howard Street and 55 Natoma Street. San Francisco Department of Building Inspection.  
 
Corbett, Michael R. “History and Evaluation of the Winters Building, Richmond, California.” Unpublished report on file with 

the City of Richmond, Richmond, California, January 2007.  
 
“Development of the Moving Picture Theater.” Architect and Engineer 40, no. 2 (February 1915): 50‐60. 
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
“Real Estate.” San Francisco Call. May 10, 1903.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” 1913, sheet 130; 1950, sheet 130.  
 
San Francisco City Directories, 1908‐1938. 
 
U. S. Census, 1900, Alameda, Alameda County, California.  
 

building typology. 
 
Previous Evaluations 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 55 Natoma Street has been assigned California Historical Resource 
Status Code 6, indicating it is not eligible for listing or designation. The building received a rating of C in the 1977‐1978 San 
Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey and it received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan. In the 2008 Transit 
Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the building California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating 
that it appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR‐eligible district through a survey evaluation.  
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 530 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Bothin Real Estate Co. Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 530 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721014 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 9.21.07, 
100_4026.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1908, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
One Timberlake Inc. 
DBM Investment Inc. 
735 Montgomery St. #450 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

530 Howard Street occupies an irregularly shaped 5,196 lot on the north side of Howard Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 
1908, the four-story, reinforced-concrete, commercial building is designed in the Renaissance Revival style. The L-plan building, 
finished in stucco, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, is two bays wide. At street 
level the facade consists of a non-historic aluminum and glass pedestrian entry and storefront in the left bay and a recessed vehicular 
entry in the right bay enclosed behind a steel fence. The upper floors feature a grid of large window openings containing steel 
casement windows. The facade terminates with a large bracketed sheet metal cornice. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    6L 
 *Resource Name or # : 530 Howard Street 
 
B1. Historic Name:  
B2. Common Name: Bothin Real Estate Company Building 
B3. Original Use:  lofts B4.  Present Use: office 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial  
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1908. Two stories added in 1919 along with façade alteration. In 1952 ground floor 
reconfigured and all fenestration may have been replaced at this time. Ground floor altered again in 1981.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: 1908, unknown; 1919 Arthur S. Bugbee b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  urban reconstruction Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  N/A Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. (revised by Planning) 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 (revised March 28, 2012) 
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Summary of Findings 
The Bothin Real Estate Company Building at 530 Howard Street does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) either individually or as a contributor to 
a historic district.  
 
Historic Context 
The Bothin Real Estate Company Building at 530 Howard Street (Block 3712, Lot 14) was constructed in 1908, two years 
after the 1906 fires and earthquake leveled the South of Market neighborhood. Due to eleven fires that started in the area 
and the neighborhood’s high concentration of wood‐frame buildings, very few structures survived the disaster. After the 
disaster, the South of Market area developed unevenly but fairly rapid development occurred along this portion of 

See continuation sheet. 
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Howard Street. Construction supply companies tended to settle in this area around Howard and Second Streets, and 
the Magnesia Asbestos Supplies Company, the first occupant of 530 Howard Street, was part of this trend.    
 
The Bothin Real Estate Company was run by Henry E. Bothin of Ross, California. 530 Howard Street was one of the 
buildings the firm constructed in the South of Market area after the earthquake. Bothin was a prominent real estate 
owner in San Francisco, and most of his holding were in North Beach and north of Market Street. More elaborate 
buildings were constructed in 1910 on Fremont Street (San Francisco Call 1910). Bothin was also president of the 
Judson Manufacturing Company. City directory research indicates that neither company occupied the building. By 
the mid‐1910s the building was occupied by Keasby & Mattison Co., a Magnesia pipe covering company. 
 
The original building permit for this building was not found. Based on an August 1919 renovation permit, the 
building was substantially remodeled and two stories were added to this structural steel and reinforced concrete 
building.  The architect for this addition was Arthur S. Bugbee, who is listed in the San Francisco Planning 
department files as the original architect for this building. The owner at this time was F. A. Quimby, who was not 
found in the city directories. The tenant at this time was using the building to warehouse rubber goods.  
 
San Francisco architect Arthur S. Bugbee was born into a family of influential architects who worked in San Francisco 
by the 1860s. Arthur was a draftsman in the offices of Welsh & Carey in 1907 and started a partnership with another 
Bugbee by 1911. He designed prominent homes in Northern California and commercial buildings primarily in the 
South of Market neighborhood in 1920s. Unlike his relations, such as Sumner Bugbee who designed many prominent 
pre‐earthquake buildings in the area, Arthur does not appear to be an influential San Francisco architect. 
 
By the 1950s a leather goods manufacturing company owned the building. According to an 1952 permit application, 
the company changed the entry doors and added glass block and porcelain enamel to the front of building. The 
aluminum casement windows may have been installed at this time as well. In the early 1980s, the 530 Howard Street 
Association owned the building, which was used for offices and retail, and the ground floor store front was 
remodeled in April of 1981.  
 
Evaluation 
The Bothin Real Estate Company Building at 530 Howard Street does not appear to be individually eligible for the 
NRHP or the CRHR, it also does not appear to be eligible as a contributor to a district.  The building is not eligible 
under Criterion A/1 for its association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the United States. Constructed in 1908 this building is 
associated with the general redevelopment of the area after the 1906 disaster but was following the general trends of 
redevelopment in the area and did not make a significant contribution to the rebuilding of the city. The building was 
also substantially altered in 1919 and no longer retains its historical integrity to express its association with the initial 
reconstruction of the South of Market neighborhood.  
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important 
to local, California or national history. Although Henry E. Bothin was a prominent San Francisco businessman, this 
building does not rise to the level of significance in his prolific portfolio of building related projects to be considered 
important to understanding the significance of his biography.  
 
Additionally, it does not appear to be eligible under Criterion C/3 for being a significant example of a type, period, 
region, or method of construction; for being the work of a master; or for possessing high artistic values. The building 
does retain some details of the commercial loft buildings that were constructed in the area after the 1906 Earthquake, 
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____. “Revival Points to Good Times Ahead.” San Francisco Call June 18, 1910, page 9.  
 
____. “Real Estate.” San Francisco Call October 16, 1909, page 18.  
 
 “The Bloomfield Legacy: Getting it on the National Register.” Heritage News. 29, No. 3: 6‐7. 
 
Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History 74, 

no. 4 (Winter 1995): 372‐393. 
 
_____. “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.” October 3, 

1998.  
 
Bugbee, Arthur S., vertical file. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
Building files, 530 Howard Street. San Francisco Planning Department.  
 
Building permit records, 530‐534 Howard Street. San Francisco Department of Building Inspection.  
 
530 Howard Street, vertical file. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” 1913, sheet 130; 1950, sheet 130.  
 
San Francisco City Directories, 1908‐1930. 

such as the stucco cladding and Renaissance Revival detailing like the sheet metal cornice with box modillions; however, it 
does not appear to be a particularly significant example of this style or building typology. The original architect was not 
identified. The 1919 renovation was designed by San Francisco‐based architect Arthur S. Bugbee. While Bugbee descended 
from a line of influential San Francisco architects, Arthur S. Bugbee does not appear to be a significant architect in his own 
right. Therefore the building does not appear to be eligible for its association with him.  
 
The Bothin Real Estate Company Building has undergone several rounds of alteration, starting with the addition of two‐stories 
and remodeling of the exterior in 1919. The ground floor has been redone several times and all the fenestration has been 
replaced. The building no longer retains its original design, materials, workmanship, or association. The structure’s setting and 
feeling has been impacted by the ongoing development of the area and the removal of several of early twentieth‐century 
buildings on the block, particularly to the east.  
 
Previous Evaluations 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 530 Howard Street has been assigned California Historical Resource 
Status Code 6, indicating it is not eligible for listing or designation. In 1983 John Snyder of Caltrans found the building to 
ineligible. It received a rating of C in the 1977‐1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center 
District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the building California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating that it 
appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR‐eligible district through a survey evaluation.  
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 430 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier:  
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 430 -440 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3720008 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northeast, 9.19.07, 
100_3710.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
2003, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Glenborough Foundry Square 
400 S. El Camino 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

430-440 Howard Street occupies a 165' x 275' lot on the northeast corner of 1st and Howard streets. Built in 2003, the 10-story, steel-
frame office is designed in the Postmodern style. Clad in glass, aluminum and porcelain-clad panels the building is part of a three-
building (eventually four) project centered on the intersection of 1st and Howard streets. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 3 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 425 Mission Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Transbay Transit Terminal 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address:  City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3720001 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP17. Railroad Depot 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.19.07, 
100_3669.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1939, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
State Property 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 

The Transbay Terminal occupies a large irregular swath of property encompassing the terminal itself and the oval viaduct. It occupies 
sections the following publicly owned parcels within the survey area: 3718/025 & 027; 3719/003, 3720/001, 3721/006 & 015A; 
3736/007, 018 & 089; 3737/005, 012 & 027; 3738/004, and 3739/008. The terminal proper occupies most of APN 3720 with frontage 
along Mission, 1st, and Fremont streets. Sections of the terminal extend on viaducts above sections of 1st and Fremont streets.  The 
main concourse building, designed in the Streamline Moderne style, faces a partially landscaped forecourt/bus turn-around facing 
Mission Street. Its primary facade is an enframed window wall, clad in California granite, that is seven bays (870 feet) long. A canopy 
shelters the principal entry at grade. Above are seven rectangular windows containing aluminum mullions. Aluminum letters spell the 
name of the building above. To either side of the main ticket hall are utilitarian wings of concrete and steel featuring steel industrial 
windows at regular intervals. The interior is organized with a parking garage in the basement, the waiting rooms and ticket booths on 
the first floor, and the passenger concourse on the second floor. Concrete viaducts form a loop behind the building, providing bus 
access to I-80 and the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. The building appears to be in good condition. 



 

State of California & The Resources Agency Primary#  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  

 

Page 2 of 3  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 425 Mission Street 

*Recorded by:  *Date 11.08.07   Continuation       Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher 

Mission Street Façade, 100_3669, 9.19.07 

 

Rear Façade, 100_3658, 9.19.07 



 
State of California — The Resources Agency  Primary #                                       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                          

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
       *NRHP Status Code: 3S, 3CS 

Page 3 of 3  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  425 Mission Street 
B1. Historic Name: Transbay Transit Terminal 
B2. Common Name: Transbay Terminal 
B3. Original Use: Interurban Train Depot 
*B5. Architectural 
Style: Moderne 

B4.  Present Use: Bus Station 

*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  
The Transbay Terminal was constructed in 1939 to accommodate the Key System interurban trains that ran on the 
Oakland-Bay Bridge between San Francisco and the East Bay. 

*B7. Moved?   No Yes  Unknown   Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related 
Features: 
 
 

Oakland Bay Bridge and associated automobile and bus vidaducts 

B9a. Architect: Timothy Pflueger, Arthur Brown Jr. b. Builder: MacDonald & Kahn 
*B10. Significance:  Theme: Commercial/Industrial Development Area South of Market: Transit Center District Plan 
Period of 
Significance: 1906-1930 Property Type: Transit Station Applicable 

Criteria 1 & 3 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)  
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP17. Railroad depot 
*B12. References:  

San Francisco City Directories 
San Francisco Architectural Heritage, Building files 
Sanborn Maps: 1899, 1913, 1950 
B13. Remarks:  
Transit Center District Plan EIR, Heritage “B”-rated building 

*B14. Evaluator: Christopher VerPlanck 
*Date of Evaluation: 03.24.08 

 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

 

(Sketch Map with north arrow 
required.)

The completion of the Oakland-Bay Bridge required the construction of a new facility in downtown San Francisco to accommodate the electric Key 
System interurban trains that ran on the bridge between San Francisco and the East Bay. Designed as a collaboration of Timothy Pflueger, John J. 
Donovan, and Arthur Brown Jr., the Transbay Transit Terminal was completed in 1939 for the State of California. The building was not designed as a 
typical rail station on one level but rather as a multi-level facility divided vertically into four zones, facilitating the arrival and departure of passengers at 
a peak rate of 17,000 commuters every twenty minutes. In 1959, after years of declining ridership, buses replaced the Key System trains. Since then, 
the Transbay Terminal has operated as a bus station accommodating local commuter bus lines serving the East Bay and San Mateo and Marin 
counties. Since the early 1970s, several proposals have emerged to demolish the building and replace it with a modern intermodal transportation hub 
with office buildings above. The latest proposal intends to construct the proposed Transit Tower on top of a new intermodal station accommodating 
both local bus service, Caltrain, and the future bullet train service from San Diego to San Francisco. TheTransbay Terminal is currently part of a 
Transit Center redevelopment project. 
 
Previous evaluations have found the Transbay Terminal eligible for listing in the National Register under Criteria 1 (Events) and 3 
(Design/Construction). As such, the property is also considered to be listed in the California Register.  



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 3 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 342-356 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Marine Electric Company Building, Mcintosh Building, Town Hall Restaurant 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 324 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3719009, 3719018  
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northwest, 9.18.07, 
100_3636.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1907: 342 Howard; 1999: 199 Fremont 
Center 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Gll Fremont Street Partners 
Gll Properties Inc. 
1981 North Broadway  #330 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

324 Howard Street occupies a portion of an irregularly sized 32,501 s.f. lot on the northeast corner of Fremont and Howard streets. 
Built in 1907, the three-story, cast iron frame, brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style. The 
rectangular-plan building, faced in brick laid in American Bond, is capped by a flat roof and a modern penthouse. The primary facade, 
which faces Howard Street to the south, is seven bays wide. A secondary elevation detailed very similarly to the facade, two bays 
wide, faces Fremont Street to the west. At street level both facades feature wood storefronts bracketed by cast iron brick piers. The 
upper two floors feature a grid of window openings containing three double-hung wood windows each. The facade terminates with a 
simple sheet metal frieze. Painted signage is featured on the exposed east wall. The building shares the property with the 27-story, 
199 Fremont Center office project, completed in 1999. The building appears to be in good condition. 



 

State of California & The Resources Agency Primary#  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  

 

Page 2 of 3  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 342-356 Howard Street 

*Recorded by:  *Date 11.08.07   Continuation       Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher 

 

199 Fremont Center, 100_3555, 9.18.07,  



 
State of California — The Resources Agency  Primary #                                       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                          

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
       *NRHP Status Code: 3S 

Page 3 of 3  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  342-356 Howard Street 
B1. Historic Name: MARINE ELECTRIC COMPANY 
B2. Common Name: Town Hall Restaurant 
B3. Original Use: Commercial 
*B5. Architectural 
Style: American Commercial Style 

B4.  Present Use: Commercial, restaurant and retail 

*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  
342-56 Howard Street was built in 1907. It was rehabilitated as part of the 199 Fremont project in 1999. 

*B7. Moved?   No Yes  Unknown   Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related 
Features: 
 

199 Fremont Center 

B9a. Architect: Emil John b. Builder: Unknown 
*B10. Significance:  Theme: Commercial/Industrial Development Area South of Market: Transit Center District Plan 
Period of 
Significance: 1906-1930 Property Type: Industrial Applicable 

Criteria 1 & 3 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)  
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 story commercial building 
*B12. References:  

San Francisco Architectural Heritage, Building Files 
San Francisco City Directories 
Sanborn: Maps 1899, 1913, 1950 
 
B13. Remarks:  
Transit Center District Plan EIR 

*B14. Evaluator: Christopher VerPlanck 
*Date of Evaluation: 03.04.08 

 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

342-56 Howard Street was designed by architect Emil John and constructed in 1907. Built for the Marine Electric Company, one of 
several nautical engineering companies in the area, the building remained home to the company for almost sixty years, from 1907-60. 
The building was also home to Foster & Short Printers from 1919 to 1940 and McIntosh-Lachlan, second hand machinery. The 
building’s architect, Emil John, began his practice in San Francisco in 1884. During his career, he partnered with Miecislas Balczynski 
(1890-1893) and Robert Zimmerman (1886-1887). Following the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, Emil John took part in the reconstruction 
of downtown San Francisco.  
 
342-56 Howard Street is eligible for individual listing in the California Register as a property previously determined eligible for listing in 
the National Register.  The building was rehabilitated in 1999 as part of the 199 Fremont Center project. 342-56 Fremont retains a 
very high level of integrity, retaining the following aspects: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 101 Fremont Sreet 
P1. Other Identifier: Millennium Tower 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 101 FREMONT ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3719001, 3719017 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP3. Multiple Family Property 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southwest, 9.18.07, 100_3590.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
2008, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Mission Street Dvlpmnt LLC 
601 Montgomery St #310 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 

101 Fremont Street occupies an irregularly shaped 31,733 s.f. lot on the southeast corner of Fremont and Mission streets. Designed 
by Handel Architects and presently under construction, the 60-story, steel-frame condominium tower is designed in the Modern style. 
Clad in green colored glass, the fourth-largest building in San Francisco rises sleekly into the air. A 25-story annex is underway next 
door at 100 Beale Street. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 2 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 177 Fremont Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Emilie M. Chabot Warehouse 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date:  
 *c. Address: 177 FREMONT ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3719011 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward east, 9.18.07, 
100_3591.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1908, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Fremont Development Funding 
601 California St. #1310 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

177 Fremont Street occupies a 75' x 137'-6" lot on the east side of Fremont Street between Mission and Howard streets. Built in 1908, 
the three-story, heavy timber frame, brick warehouse building is designed in the American Commercial style with Renaissance Revival 
detailing. The rectangular-plan building, finished in stucco on Fremont Street, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 
Fremont Street to the west, is five bays wide. At street level the facade consists of non-historic wood and glass storefronts and a 
recessed pedestrian entry containing a pair of glazed wood doors. The upper two floors feature a grid of large window openings 
containing non-historic tripartite aluminum windows. The facade terminates with a corbelled brick cornice. The building appears to be 
in good condition. 



 
State of California — The Resources Agency  Primary #                                       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                          

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
       *NRHP Status Code: 6Z 

Page 2 of 2  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  177 Fremont Street 
B1. Historic Name: Emilie M. Chabot Warehouse, Hills Bros.  
B2. Common Name: 177 Fremont Street 
B3. Original Use: Warehouse 
*B5. Architectural 
Style:  

B4.  Present Use: Office 

*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  
177 Fremont was constructed in 1908 by Emilie Chabot. During the 1950s and 1960s, the first floor was reconfigured, the façade 
stuccoed, and the historic windows replaced with aluminum. 
 
*B7. Moved?   No Yes  Unknown   Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related 
Features: 
 
 

 

B9a. Architect: William D. Shea b. Builder: Unknown 
*B10. Significance:  Theme: Commercial/Industrial Development Area South of Market: Transit Center District Plan 
Period of 
Significance: 1906-1930 Property Type: Warehouse Applicable 

Criteria N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)  
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 story commercial building 
*B12. References:  
San Francisco Architectural Heritage, Building Files 
San Francisco City Directories 
San Francisco Examiner, “Chabot Million Goes to Four Daughters.” (July 13, 1916). 
Sanborn Maps: 1899, 1913, 1950 
 
B13. Remarks:  
Transit Center District Plan EIR 

*B14. Evaluator: Christopher VerPlanck 
*Date of Evaluation: 03.04.08 

 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

The Emilie M. Chabot Warehouse was designed by William D. Shea and constructed in 1908 for businesswoman Emilie Chabot. This building, along 
with the adjacent building to the north (165 Fremont, demolished ca. 1937), housed Hills Brothers Teas, Coffees, and Spices from 1908 until 1925 
when Hills Brothers moved its offices and warehousing operations to 2 Harrison Street. Following the departure of Hills Bros., the warehouse housed 
several other companies, including Seller Bros. Hardware and Bird & Sons Sales. Sometime after the construction of the Transbay Terminal next door 
in 1939, the building was converted to office use. Emilie M. Chabot was wife of Anthony Chabot, provider of Oakland’s water supply and founder of 
Chabot Observatory.  Among other accomplishments, Emilie Chabot co-founded Fabiola Hospital in Oakland CA (demolished in 1932). At the time of 
her death in 1916, she was thought to be one of the wealthiest women in San Francisco. William D. Shea (1866-1931) worked in partnership with his 
brother Frank T. Shea from 1895 until 1908. The Sheas are best-known for their work for the Archdiocese of San Francisco, including the Young 
Men’s Institute and several churches, including Saint Brigid’s (1906),  Church of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe (1911), and Saint Ann’s Roman 
Catholic Church (1918), to name only a few.  
 
If it retained integrity, 177 Fremont would appear eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1 for its associations with post-1906 
Earthquake reconstruction and under Criterion 3 as an example of an immediate post-quake heavy timberframe, brick warehouse. However, the 
building was heavily altered when it was converted to office use after 1939 and today no longer retains integrity.  
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 2 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 183 Fremont Street 
P1. Other Identifier: C. H. Evans & Co. Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 183 FREMONT ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3719010 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 09.19.07, 
100_3610.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1907, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Fremont Development Funding 
601 California St #1310 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

183 Fremont Street occupies a 50' x 100' lot on the east side of Fremont Street between Mission and Howard streets. Built ca. 1907, 
the heavily-remodeled two-story, reinforced-concrete industrial building is designed in a 1960s-era interpretation of the American 
Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in an applied face brick veneer, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, 
which faces Fremont Street to the west, is three bays wide. At street level the facade consists of three non-historic aluminum and glass 
storefronts with two recessed pedestrian entries. The upper floor features a three large window openings containing multi-lite 
aluminum windows. The facade terminates with a simple flat parapet. The building appears to be in fair condition. 



 
State of California — The Resources Agency  Primary #                                       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                          

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
       *NRHP Status Code: 6Z 

Page 2 of 2  *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  183 Fremont Street 
B1. Historic Name: C. H. Evans & Co. 
B2. Common Name: 183 Fremont  
B3. Original Use: Industrial 
*B5. Architectural 
Style: American Commercial 

B4.  Present Use: Office 

*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  
183 Fremont Street was constructed ca. 1907. The entire façade was reconstructed ca. 1965 when the building was converted to 
office use. 
 
*B7. Moved?   No Yes  Unknown   Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related 
Features: 
 
 

 

B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Unknown 
*B10. Significance:  Theme: Commercial/Industrial Development Area South of Market: Transit Center District Plan 
Period of 
Significance: 1906-1930 Property Type: Industrial/Office Applicable 

Criteria N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address  integrity.)  
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
*B12. References:  

California and Californians. San Francisco: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1926.  
San Francisco City Directories 
 San Francisco Architectural Heritage, Building files 
 Sanborn Maps: 1899, 1913, 1950 
 
B13. Remarks:  

Transit Center District Plan EIR 

*B14. Evaluator: Christopher VerPlanck 
*Date of Evaluation: 03.04.08 

 (This space reserved for official comments.) 

 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

183 Fremont Street was constructed ca. 1907 for Chester H. Evans & Co., a builder of steam steering gears and fly wheel pumps for 
nautical use. The firm of C.H. Evans & Co. was established in 1875 under the name Thomson & Parker, which was subsequently 
renamed C. H. Evans & Co. after Evans bought out Parker’s interests in 1878. The firm was best-known for its Thomson and Evans 
fly wheel pumps and the Evans steam steering gear. The firm occupied 183 Fremont from 1908 until 1941. Schoelzer & Harr, a 
machine shop, occupied the building in 1953.  At some point, probably in the mid-1960s, the building was reconfigured as office 
space and the façade reconstructed using applied brick veneer and anodized aluminum window units.  
 
183 Fremont Street does not appear to be eligible for listing in the California Register under any criteria. Furthermore, the façade has 
been completely remodeled, bearing no resemblance to its original historic appearance. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 201 Mission Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Southern Pacific Tower 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 201 MISSION ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3718026 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward west, 9.18.07, 
100_3506.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1981, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Equity Office Properties-Ca 
P O Box A-3879 
Chicago, Il 60690 
 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.15.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

201 Mission Street occupies an irregularly shaped 69,268 s.f. lot on the south side of Mission Street between Fremont and Main streets. The 30-story, 
steel-frame office tower is designed in the Postmodern style. Clad in pre-cast panels, the faceted and sculpted tower rises from a three-story podium 
that is configured to fit the oddly shaped lot that was originally bracketed between the on and off-ramps for the Embarcadero Freeway demolished after 
the Loma Prieta Earthquake. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 
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Page  1_of 2 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 134-140 New Montgomery Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 134 -140 NEW MONTGOMERY St City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3722 080 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northwest, 9.27.07, 100_4591.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1925, Architect & Engineer 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
SBC 
San Antonio Texas 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck 
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.05.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit Center District Plan EIR  

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 

134-140 New Montgomery occupies a 160' x 147' lot on the west side of New Montgomery Street. The property is also bounded by Minna Street to the 
north and Natoma Street to the south. Built in 1925, the 26-story, steel-frame commercial building is designed in the Art Deco style. The F-plan building, 
finished in terra cotta glazed to imitate granite, is capped by multiple flat roofs at each setback. The primary facade, which faces New Montgomery 
Street to the east, is nine bays wide. A nearly identical secondary elevation, eight bays wide, faces Minna Street to the north. A tertiary facade, facing 
Natoma Street to the south, is three bays wide. At street level all three facades consist of pairs of stacked historic aluminum multi-lite windows in each 
bay. The primary entrance, located in the center bay of the New Montgomery Street facade, takes the form of a deep triumphant arch ornamented with 
incised panels. At the rear of the arched entry is large window shielded behind a terra cotta screen depicting abstract Mayan-influenced motifs. Access 
to the lobby is provided by three original bronze doors. The upper floors soar skyward, stepping back at various floor levels, to the top of the tower, 
which is indicated by large terra cotta sculptures designed to resemble 1920s-era telephone receivers. Additional ornamental detailing indicating the 
building's owner and tenant, include ornamental bell motifs, referring to Pacific Bell's corporate symbol. The facade terminates with a staggered parapet 
embellished with abstract terra cotta ornament and four large terra cotta eagles. The building appears to be in good condition. 
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Christopher 

 

Façade Detail, 100_4588, 9.27.07 

Entry Detail, 100_4593, 9.27.07 
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 147 Minna Street 
P1. Other Identifier: San Francisco Museum Of Modern Art Garage 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 147 Minna Street City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3722 019 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP4. Ancillary Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southwest, 9.27.07, 100_4577JPB 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Ca. 1980 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
No Data 

*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck 
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 

Intensive: Transit District Plan EIR  

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 
 
 

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SF MOMA) Garage occupies a 117'-6" x 160' lot behind the museum with frontage on both 
Minna and Natoma Streets. Built ca. 1980, the eight-story, concrete-frame parking structure is designed in the Brutalist style.  The 
building appears to be in good condition. 




